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This lime kiln stands on the property of WA-III-005 Late 19th Century Brick Farmhouse, and was historically part of the Shiflers'
complex of small industrial enterprises. The structure is located on the west side of the Little Antietam Creek, about 50 yards
southwest of the Marble Quarry Road Bridge. A grist and sawmill stood on the creek nearby. Access is provided by a farm lane
that leads to the springhouse at the head of the gully.

The kiln is built into the west side of the base of Elk Ridge. Two contiguous limestone structures make up the kiln. The top of the
area is filled with debris and is overgrown with trees and brush.

The northernmost structure is built in a square shape with a central rectangular opening. A large flat stone forms the lintel. The
adjoining structure is built with stone jambs supporting a lintel constructed of several logs. The entire front of the kiln is open. The
back is lined with brick. The interior of this structure is deteriorating.

The construction date for either part is unknown. It was reported that there was also a brick oven on the farm at one time, but it is
not known if that was a part of this structure. Limestone from the vast local deposits was burned in this kiln to produce lime for use
in mortar and fertilizer.
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.TTEW are many extant lime kilns in Washington County, in varying original forms and states of condition. None is currently

functional. This kiln is distinctive for the two sections representing different building periods and styles. Although the structure has
deteriorated somewhat, it retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association, meeting National
Register Criterion C. The kiln provided materials for the farm on which it is located as well as other farms in the area, contributing
to the historical patterns of local industry, agriculture, and architecture, fulfilling National Register Criterion A. The kiln was an
integral part of WA-III-005, and should be considered eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places as part of

that complex.

Archaeological assessment, Criterion D, will be considered separately by a consulting archaeologist.
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DESCRIPTION
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—EXCELLENT X_DETERIORATED x_UNALTERED x_ORIGINAL SITE
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This limestone structure is a kiln for burning lime. Built into a slope it is squarish
with its top open and accessible from ground level at the back. The front has a smooth
face with a rectangular opening at its bottom, Three large flat stones form the lintel
over this opening, Many kilns like this one had cylindrical brick lined interiors where
loose limestone rocks were put and burned. The process converted limestones into soft
pure lime,
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—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION |
" —1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE |
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—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS x_INDUSTFIY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY) |
__INVENTION :
SPECIFIC DATES > BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A number of lime/kilns remain in Washington County although none are in use. Most are
in deteriorated condition and date from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The
lime burning industry results from the vast deposit of limestone which are present in

Washington County.
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

108,70 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

$ |

STATE COUNTY

EB1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Preservation Associates July 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

109 West Main Street, Box 202 301-432=5466
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Sharpsburg Maryland 21782

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Lime Kiln

Marble Quarry Road
Little Antietam Vieinity

SAULA STONEN
CONSULTANT, WASHINGTON
HISTORICAL SITES SURVEY




